
ACTION ALERT 

Puerto Rico Needs You Now! 
Puerto Rico is currently facing a humanitarian crisis exacerbated by the political neglect of Congress and 
the Trump administration. It has been 3 weeks since Hurricane Maria began its destructive path that 
permanently changed the lives of 3.4 million people on the island of Puerto Rico. 
  

Last week we asked you to put pressure on Congress to include emergency supplemental appropriations 
for Puerto Rico before the government spending bill expired on Sept. 30. CONGRESS FAILED TO ACT. 
Instead, our lawmakers approved a 10 day lift of the Jones Act which has, to date, done little to nothing to 
expedite the immediate distribution of emergency aid to the most impacted municipalities on our beloved 
island. 
  

Now more than ever do we need YOU, to use your voice to demand JUSTICE FOR PUERTO RICO. 
  

What you can do:Your Senators and U.S. representatives have the power to do something, but they are 
neglecting Puerto Ricans by dragging their feet. Take 2 minutes to make a call to TELL THEM THAT 
PUERTO RICO MATTERS, TOO. There are lives at stake. Here are our demands: 
  
1. Extend FEMA deadline: Puerto Ricans have 60 days from the date that the President declares the area a 

disaster to apply for federal aid. The majority of Puerto Ricans remain without electricity and access to basic 

communication. This deadline is nearly impossible to meet under the current circumstances in Puerto Rico. We 

demand an extension so that ALL affected have the opportunity to file individual claims in a reasonable 

amount of time. 

2. Repeal the Jones Act: The Jones Act requires that all goods shipped between waterborne ports of the United 

States be carried by vessels built in the United States, owned, and operated by American citizens. Shipping 

costs from the United States (stateside) to Puerto Rico have been estimated to be twice as much as from 

neighboring foreign islands. The Jones Act has been instrumental in devastating Puerto Rico’s economy and 

our people. A 10 day waiver from the White House, is wholly inadequate to address the (decades old) harm it 

imposes on Puerto Rico and to begin to recover from Hurricane Maria. As such, we demand that the Jones Act 

be repealed for Puerto Rico.  

3. Cancel the Debt: We call on Congress to absolve Puerto Rico of their current billion dollar debt. Any efforts 

to reconstruct Puerto Rico in the aftermath of this (un)natural, political disaster requires bondholders, debtors, 

and insurers to take their losses. The austerity that has been imposed by Congress as a result of the debt, must 

be replaced by legislation that would help Puerto Rico recover, not drown further. To move closer to recovery, 

we demand that the debt be fully canceled.    

Take action by visiting http://www.defendpr.com/action/ 
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